THE IN-EAST

CONTACT

At the Institute of East Asian Studies IN-EAST
of the University of Duisburg-Essen more than
70 scholars from different scientific disciplines
are engaged in both research and education on
contemporary East Asia, focusing on the econo-
mies, politics, and societies of China, Japan, and
Korea.

Established in 1994, IN-EAST is the largest so-
cial scientific center of research on contempo-
rary East Asia in Germany. Study programs
cover BA, MA and doctoral courses, with inten-
sive training in contemporary Chinese, Japa-
nese, and Korean languages. Doctoral and
post-doctoral research is carried out in the
DFG-sponsored Research Training Group

Risk and East Asia and the BMBF-sponsored
IN-EAST School of Advanced Studies on Innova-
tion in East Asia.

Since 1997 the IN-EAST holds the annual
Duisburg East Asia Day, a panel discussion open
to the public about a current East Asian topic.
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Please register by November 20, 2017
Institute of East Asian Studies IN-EAST
Stefanie Ridder, Event Management
Forsthausweg | 47057 Duisburg

T 0203 379-1945

E events@in-east.de
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21st DUISBURG EAST ASIA DAY

A NEW PRESIDENT

IN SOUTH KOREA -
ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL CHALLENGES FOR
PRESIDENT MOON JAE-IN

Friday, November 24, 2017 | 16.00-19.30 h
Gerhard-Mercator-Haus
LotharstraBBe 57
Campus Duisburg
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PROGRAM

16.00

16.30

16.45

WELCOME

Axel Klein, Director, IN-EAST

Greetings:

Ulrich Radtke
Rector, University of Duisburg-Essen

Manfred Osenger
Mayor, City of Duisburg

Keum Chang-rok
Consul General, Head of Bonn Office,
Embassy of the Republic of Korea

INTRODUCTION TO THE ISSUES

Werner Pascha

PANEL DISCUSSION

Werner Pascha
Chair

Choi Sun-kung
Gerhard Eschenbaum
Patrick Kollner

Park Sang-young

18.15-19.30 RECEPTION

hosted by
Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Bonn

A NEW PRESIDENT

IN SOUTH KOREA -
ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL CHALLENGES FOR
PRESIDENT MOON JAE-IN

In spring of 2017, Moon Jae-in was elected the
new President of the Republic Korea. His presi-
dency faces several difficult challenges, but also
opportunities for South Korea. Threats in the field
of foreign affairs are particularly noteworthy,
foremost the tensions on the Korean peninsula,
with North Korea testing new rockets and nuclear
bombs and rocking the delicate relations with the
US, China, Japan, Russia and others in the region.
The unpredictability of the Trump administration
in the US with respect to the bilateral security
and economic relations does not make life easier
for Moon and his cabinet. On the domestic front,
the president has to think about how to support
the flagging economy. At the same time, the pop-
ulation expects him to address issues of econom-
ic fairness and equality, doing something decisive
about curtailing the role of the domineering busi-
ness conglomerates (chaebol). After Moon's pre-
decessor, Park Geun-hye, has been ousted from
office by parliament and the Supreme Court be-
cause of misconduct, it will not be an easy task to
regain the trust of the population in government.
Still, it would not be the first time in history that
South Korea has successfully overcome severe
difficulties. The panel will try to evaluate these is-
sues, but also look at the implications for German
and wider European relations with the Republic
of Korea during the forthcoming years.

Chair:

WERNER PASCHA

Professor, East Asian Economic
Studies — Japan and Korea, IN-EAST,
University of Duisburg-Essen

Panelists:

CHOI SUN-KUNG

Asst. Professor, University of Gron-
ingen, Center for East Asian Studies
Groningen

GERHARD ESCHENBAUM

Deputy Chief Executive, Chamber of
Industry and Commerce, Dusseldorf

PATRICK KOLLNER
Professor, Vice President GIGA and
Director of GIGA Institute for Asian
Studies, Hamburg

PARK SANG-YOUNG

Professor, Korea National University
of Education, Cheongju, and

Korea Foundation Visiting Professor
at IN-EAST



